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FASHION FRIDAY TOURNEY BOUND 
Julie Zabrowski talks 2021 fashion trends 
and what to look for this season. 
The women's basketball team clinched 
a spot in the OVC Tournament 
PAGE 3 with a 65-57 win Thursday 
AI LY STERN 
Friday, February 26, 2021 "TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID'' 
Toys for pups 
JASMINE RIVERA I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Kristal Munoz and Angel Enriquez make dog toys during LASO Volunteer Event Thursday evening at the Martin Luther King Jr. Uni-
versity Union. Every year LASO has a volunteer event where they make dog toys for "pups in need" and write letters to future Latinx 
Panthers. 
CEVO chat talks inters~ctionality 
By Brysen Carr 
Staff Reporter I @DEN_~ews 
I 
The Office of Civic Engagement and Volun-
teerism ended the month of February, with a chat 
focused on intersectionality and activism. 
The first guest speaker was Ly'Jerrick Ward, a 
graduate student studying College Student Af-
fairs and pastor of Eastern's Acts Campus Minis-
try. Ward gave a rundown on his life starting with 
his insecurities. 
" .. .insecurities that I've faced, I come from a 
poverty-stricken area. So, I've always had insecu-
rity of my intellectual ability because the school 
district I grew up in, the reading comprehension 
was very low. And I never really saw myself excel-
ling actually in academics," said Ward. 
He also talked about his religion and how it 
connects to his life as a whole. "I also identify as 
a Christian as well in which really plays a prom-
inent role in my development as a college stu-
dent and being a part of a campus ministry," said 
Ward. "I was also a track athlete at one point; I 
ran track from seventh grade all the way up to my 
sophomore year at EIU. So, I can identify with 
being the student athlete and the challenges that 
can come from that too and try to balance ac-
ademics as well as being an athlete," said Ward. 
He touched on his academic background and 
how his academics is a privilege chat he had and 
still currently has as he is finishing up his mas-
ter's degree. 
"I became an ordained minister ... I received 
my undergrad degree at EIU in 2015 in exer-
cise science and then I took three in a half years 
off and then here I am now finishing my mas-
ter's degree in college student affairs," said Ward. 
"Already having a degree represents how I am ed-
ucated and finishing up on my master's degree 
which is a privilege in itsel£" 
Ward also spoke about how he wants to help 
people by continuing to be a mentor to people 
especially for young African American students so 
that they will have someone to be inspired by and 
to help them. 
" ... someone helping somebody, that's how I 
view myself, I've always wanted to have a mentor 
relationship with others because I notice in my 
life as an African American male, chat is some-
thing that I am really true to," said Ward. "I no-
ticed that I would search and seek for male ex-
amples, or African American male examples that 
would help to give me some good motivation to 
at least show me that I can be successful," said 
Ward. 
He also discussed spirituality and how it has 
helped him get through times where he did not 
feel confident like in his academics. 
"I think my experience is unique in the fact 
that I've noticed my spirituality really does shape 
how I cope with challenges in my life. Really does 
shape how I view myself and really does shape 
my inner confidence in who I am", said Ward. 
"For example, through a master's program, I nev-
er thought I could get a master's degree, but the 
fact that my faith in god has helped me to go for 
it and be optimistic," said Ward. 
CEVO CHAT, page 3 
EIU Best Buddies builds friendships 
By Kyara Morales-Roriguez 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_News 
Way back in 1968, Eunice Kennedy Shriver, 
American philanthropist and member of the Ken-
nedy family, founded the Special Olympics. Seeing 
how unjustly and unfairly people with disabilities 
were treated, she decided to take action by creating 
a i;pace where they could safdy participate in athletics 
by playing Olympic-type sports. 
The creation of the Special Olympics eventual-
ly led to the creation of Best Buddies, an organiz.a-
tion that creates opportunities for one-to-one friend-
ships, employment and leadership devdopment for 
people with intellectual and developmental disabili-
ties (IDD). 
Eastern has its very own chapter of Best Buddies, 
providing Eastern students with the opportunity to 
create long-lasting friendships with and without IDD 
in the Charleston area. 
Jennifer Stringfellow, PhD, is the organization's ad-
viser and a fuculty member in the special education 
department here at Eastern. She explained that Best 
Buddies came along because people wanted a way to 
continue developing those relationships that people 
BUDDIES, page 3 
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By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
The Eastern Council on Academic Affairs 
met Thursday afternoon for them to vote on 
several action items. 
The council had eight action items on the 
agenda including two new courses, two re-
vised courses, a revised program, a revised 
major and two revised minors. 
All proposals were approved by the council. 
The first item the council voted on was a 
new course in the hospitality and tourism de-
partment. 
The course, HTM 3700 Wedding Events 
Management, was proposed after student 
feedback in senior surveys indicated high lev-
els of interest in a wedding planning course. ' 
It will be designed for students who want to 
pursue wedding planning as a career option. 
The next two items on the agenda were re-




The first was CIT 2183 Software Devel-
opment for Technology I and the second ~as 
CIT 2283 Software Development for Tech-
nology II. 
Both courses are being revised to more ac-
curately reflect "the nature of the CIT pro-
gram," according to the proposal's rationale. 
Both courses are designed to give students ex-
perience designing, maintaining and imple-
menting programs. 
Next on the agenda was a revision to the 
CIT department that allowed for the two re-
vised courses to be offered as alternatives for 
already existing courses. 
The next item was originally slated as the 
first item on the agenda but was moved lower 
to allow for four proposals regarding the ge-
ography department to be heard in order. 
The first was a new course in the depart-
ment, GEO 4810 Cartography and Visualiza-
tion. 
The course catalog description read: 
"Students will learn to interpret, construct 
and critique reference and thematic maps, 
including choropleth, symbol and contour 
maps." 
Additionally, GEO 4810 will serve as a 
more intensive replacement to GEO 3800. 
The next item was a revision to the Geog-
raphy major that implemented GEO 4810, 
removed GEO 3800 and made some other 
minor alterations to the program. 
The final two items were revisions to mi-
nors in the geography department. 
The first was a change to the Geography 
minor that will add GEO 4810 and remove 
GEO 3800, similar to the change in the ma-
jor. 
The last item was a revision to the Geo-
graphic Information Sciences minor that add-
ed GEO 4810, removed GEO 3800 and make 
other changes to properly implement courses 
that were approved by the council last semes-
ter and last year. 
The next CAA meeting will be held March 
4 at 2 p.m. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-2812 
or at ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
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Madigan's second replacement 
selected, sworn in Thursday 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -A suc-
cessor to state Rep, Michael Madigan 
was chosen Thursday for the second 
time in four days. 
A committee of local Democrats led 
by Madigan, the former House speaker 
who resigned his 22nd District Illinois 
House seat last week after half-a-centu-
ry, chose community activist Angelica 
Guerrero-Cuellar. 
Guerrero-Cuellar had finished sec-
ond on Sunday in the process to Ed-
ward Guerra Kodatt, the personal choice 
of Madigan's. Kodatt was forced t resign 
three days later because of unspecified 
"questionable conduct." 
The 39-year-old Guerrero-Cuellar, 
operations manager for a community 
services nonprofit, was nominated by 
Chicago 23rd Ward Alderwoman Sil-
vana Tabaras, another of the Democrat-
ic activists on the ward committee that 
chooses the replacement. But on Sun-
day, Kodatt topped the field of 10 can-
didates because Madigan controls 56% 
of the weighted vote on such matters by 
virtue of the number of votes casts for 
the 22nd District seat in last fall's elec-
tion. 
Kodatt, 26, was formerly a constitu-
ent services staff member in the business 
office shared by Madigan and Chicago 
13th Ward Alderman Marty Quinn. His 
abrupt exit was a major embarrassment 
at the curtain of Madigan's career, which 
sustained a f.ual blow last summer when 
he was implicated in a yearslong brib-
ery scheme involving utility company 
ComEd. He has not been charged with 
a crime and denies wrongdoing. 
A protege of the late Mayor Richard 
J. Daley and the old-sch~] Democrat-
ic political machine, Madigan was 27 
when elected ward committeeman in 
1969, served as a delegate to the conven-
tion that wrote the 1970 Constitution, 
and won a House seat in 1971. 
He claimed the speaker's gavel in 
l 983, ruling the House for 36 of the 
next 38 years and, adding the last quar-
ter-century as state Democratic Party 
chairman, redefining the political land-
scape with a reputation for careful plan-
ning, exacting strategy and rigid disci-
pline, But he lost significant support 
after federal prosecutors announced 
the ComEd investigation in July and 
he failed to win a 19th term as speak-
er in January, giving way to an ally, Rep. 
Emanuel "Chris" Welch of Hillside. 
2 men who killed 
I 
Oregon extends 
Chicago cops paroled state of emergency 
CHICAGO (AP) - Two men con-
victed of killing Chicago police officers 
in separate incidents decades ago were pa-
roled Thursday, drawing the ire of offi-
cials who opposed the move and believe 
it "sends a ttoubling message" 
Johnny Veal was 17 when he and an-
other man killed Sgt. James Severin and 
Officer Anthony Rixzato in l 970 as they 
walked across a field in the Cabrini-Green 
public housing oomplex. Veal, 68, and the 
now 74-year-old George Knights were 
convicted of the murders and sentenced 
to 100 to l 99 years. Knights remains in 
prison. 
Also paroled by the Illinois Prisoner 
Review Board was Joseph Hurst, 77, who 
was convicted of killing Officer Herman 
Stallworth and wounding his partner after 
being pulled over for speeding in 1967. 
Former police Superintendent Phil 
Cline of the Chicago Police Memori-
al Foundation expressed displeasure with 
the parole board's decision. 
"Oearly, the intent of the rourt was for 
these murderers to pay for the lives they 
stole with life in prison," Cline said in a 
statement. "More importantly, allowing 
these men to be free sends a troubling 
message to the families of these officers 
that their sacrifice and the lives of their 
loved ones are somehow insignificant." 
SALEM, Ore. - Gov. Kate Brown 
on Thursday extended Oregon's 
declaration of a state of emergen-
cy until May 2 as confirmed COV-
ID-19 cases drop but hundreds of 
new cases continue to be reported 
daily. 
The Oregon Health Authori-
ty on Thursday reported 553 new 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, bring-
ing the state total to 154,554. The 
state's death toll is 2,204. 
The agency's weekly COVID-19 
report, which was released Wednes-
day, shows a sharp decreases in dai-
ly cases, hospitalizations and deaths 
from the previous week. The health 
authority reported a 35% decrease 
in cases and a 42% decrease in hos-
pitalization. 
The emergency declaration is the 
legal underpinning for the executive 
orders the governor has issued, in-
cluding her orders surrounding re-
opening Oregon, childcare, schools 
and higher education operations, 
Oregon Republican state senators 
refused to show up to Thursday's 
floor session, objecting to the gov-
ernor's COVID-19 restrictions and 
handling of reopening schools, vac-
cine rollout and economic recovery. 
FOLLOW 
US ON TWITTER 
@DEN_NEWS 
tern new 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2021 
» CEVO CHAT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The next guest speakers were all 
representatives of Eastern's NAACP. 
The representatives were Kay-
la Crowder, sophomore majoring 
in political science and Proletarian 
of Eastern NAACP, Tykyla Crock-
ett, senior majoring in Human Ser-
vices and Vice President of Eastern 
NAACP, and Danielle Allen junior 
majoring in Elementary education 
and French and community service 
chair of Eastern NAACP. 
They focused on the history of 
oppression and how those through-
out the history of the NAACP went 
about overcoming oppression. As 
well as why it is important for peo-
»BUDDIES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
created while working together on the 
Special Olympics. 
The organization communicates with 
community agencies in the area that spe-
cifically work with individuals with dis-
abilities and helps them build relation-
ships with Eastern srudents. Best Buddies 
does this by pairing up Eastern students 
with individuals with disabilities, making 
them what the organization calls "bud-
dies.' 
The organization achieves its purpose 
through a variety of events, starting with a 
party inviting all members of the Charles-
ton community. 
"In the past, when we've been able to 
do it, weve had a party at the beginning 
of the year, in the full," Stringfellow said. 
"We'll invite people from all around the 
area to come, and our students go. Peo-
pie to use their voice as a powerful 
tool to attempt to make a change. 
They also discussed NAACP's 
overall purpose as a national organi-
zation. In which Crockett touched 
on their purpose saying how the or-
ganization wants to end racial dis-
crimination. 
"We want to make strides to make 
a better improvement for society as 
a whole and I think that the way in 
which NAACP has done this upon 
Eastern's campus is that we want to 
make sure that we have open discus-
sions in which its okay to be uncom-
fortable and okay to voice how your 
originality and differences allow you 
to generate an opinion to express 
yoursel( We don't need to hear each 
other, we need to understand each 
other and acknowledge the power in 
pie just hang arol!'ld and talk to each oth-
er and get to know each other and see if 
there's a good match." 
If two people seem like a good match, 
the organization will pair them up. The 
expectation then becomes for the stu-
dent and the individual with a disabili-
ty to spend time together at least twice 
a month. They get to decide what they 
would like to do, so they can go to the 
movies, go to the park, or anything they 
find fun. 
"All this is so you really truly get to 
know somebody," Stringfellow said. 
"That's really the purpose of Best Bud-
dies. That you get to know someone re-
ally well." 
Though a lot of Best Buddies' events 
and activities are done as partners or in 
small groups, they also host monthly 
parties to get everybody together. They 
would reserve a large space on campus, 
typically Andrews Hall's basement, and 
watch movies, do arts and crafts, or do 
which we have in our words and our 
presence," said Crockett. 
Allen and Crockett also touched 
on ways of how people at East-
em's campus can make things easier 
for one another when we are going 
about our days on campus. 
"A lot of times people are going 
through things they feel alone, so 
I feel like even if it's just a 'I hear 
you', a pat on the shoulder, a hug, 
that kind of stuff goes a long way," 
said Allen. 
"Just being a listening ear, you 
are just letting someone know that 
you are there for them can really be 
a big difference in someone's every-
day life." 
Brys en Carr can be reached at 581-
2812 or at bdcarr@eiu.edu. 
other activities together. 
The purpose of all these events is to 
get people interacting with one another, 
which is both beneficial to the students 
and the individuals with disabilities. 
"Part of that is to become comfortable 
with individuals with significant disabil-
ities. Sometimes that's difficult for peo-
ple, because it's just new and they're not 
used to it," Stringfellow said. "We also 
try to engage these individuals, get them 
into a different atmosphere, and get them 
with young people. So much of their life 
is spent with either medical professionals 
or staff at their group homes." 
COVID has affected a lot of the orga-
nizations on campus, and that includes 
Best Buddies. In order to keep the com-
munity safe, the organization decided it 
was best to remain inactive until the pan-
demic ends. 
THE REST OF THIS STORY CAN 8E 
READ AT DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM 
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•Fashion Fridav • 
BY Julie Zaborowski 
The Current fuhion trends of 2021 what typical colored sweatpants look 
are those that kd easy and comfurtable like. With everything going on this 
to wear but still look as though you trend is just perfect fur 2021. 
made jwt enough dfun to do whatev- 3. Tiger Print 
er it is you're doing. This year, tiger stripes are show-
Whether that's the daily zoom ing up on everything from cmy knit 
meetings, running errands, going out sweaters and boxy overcoats to blous-
to dinner, or even work, we all could es and dresses in case you need a 
use clothing that makes us feel corn- break from your sweatshirts and elas-
furtable and stylish in this COVID-19 tic waists. 
world Swap the baseball cap for a very 
With these trends, it's hard not to 2021 budet hat, one of many current 
feel cozy and fashionable: fashion trends beloved by some of the 
1. Cute Cropped Cardigam ..._______ most stylish women on Planet Earth 
This is a vintage inspired trend that including Rihanna and Bella Hadid. 
was started off among higher-end 4. BladcFaceMasks 
brands like Alessandra Rich and Love- When it comes to protecting your-
ShackFancy. self, you might as well do it in style. 
Over time, however, these cropped These sleek black face masks match 
cardigans have been showing up in perfecdy with almost any outfit you 
Zara's, Forever 21 s and other trendy wear, and they offer great coverage for 
stores like these. your nooe and mouth. 
This trend looks just as cute with Go for a silky fabric for easier 
sweatpants as well as jeans or a mini breathing or choose something with 
skin. Whether the cardigan is but- embellishments if you're feeling fancy. 
toned up on its own or with a match- 5. Headsc:anes 
ing cami underneath, it'll impress over Taking inspiration from the S0s 
Zoom even if you pair it with the PJ and the 60s this fashion trend is com-
bottoms you wore to bed. ing back in a big way. 
2. Colored s-a.pancs Headscarves protect your hair and 
Trade out your favorite pair of old add a finishing touch to your outfit 
gray sweatpants for fun colorful sweats. without overdoing it. When styling 
2020 was the the year of couch cloth- this accessory, you can wrap the fab-
ing, the demand for sweatpants in a ric under your chin in a loose knot, or 
variety of colors, including pastels and have it hanging off the bade of your 
juicy bolds, was strong. head - mix things up by wrapping it 
Obviously once we fdt comfurtable around your nedc or let it dangle from 
enough to go outside again our com- your bag. 
mittnent to comfun didn't waver, but 
we still wanted to shop for and wear JulleZabrowslclcanbereachedat 
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STAFF EDITORIAL 
Bl~ck history does 
not ~·en_d in February, 
cele~rate yearlong 
As Black History Month comes 
to an end this weekend, we must re-
member that it is not time to stop 
celebrating the accomplisments and 
work of the Black community in our 
society. _ 
February should not be the only 
time we acknowledge all of the ways 
Black individuals in this country have 
left their mark. 
More importantly, though, is that 
we do not wash away all of the pain 
and suffering the Black community 
has experienced with feel-good stories 
of Black people breaking down those 
barriers and making a name for them-
selves. 
While it is increbily important to 
lift up those stories of triumph, do-
ing so while drowning out the stories 
of struggle is doing a disservice to the 
Black community and others. 
As a mostly white campus and a 
mostly white Editorial Board, it is 
easy for us to celebrate those good sto-
ries and not put too much thought 
into the bad ones, but we cannot con-
tinue the cycle of ignoring all of the 
Editorial Board 
ways our society has failed the Black 
people in our country. We cannot 
continue to allow that cycle to harm 
our Black colleagues, friends and fam-
ily members. 
This Black History Month, follow-
ing the biggest movement for Black 
people since the Civil Rights Move-
ment, do not let the energy die. Keep 
fighting, keep learning, keep going. 
Keep being an activist, buy from 
Black-owned buisnesses, do your part 
in continuing to learn about Black 
history. 
We at 1he Daily Eastern News chal-
lenge you to learn something new 
about Black history every day. Wheth-
er that means reading a book by a 
Black author, listening to music from 
an artist you've never listened to be-
fore or just researching Eastern's first 
Black Homecoming Queen. 
Her name is Diane Williams and 
she won in 1973 before being stripped 
of her title due to unfounded "cam-
paign violations" and the university 
decided to not have a Homecoming 
Queen for the 1973 Homecoming. 
COLUMN 
'I Care a Lot' shines light 
on capitalism in America 
The top film on Netflix this past 
week is "I Care a Lot.'' If you haven't 
seen it, stop reading this and go 
watch it to save yourself some spoil-
ers. 
The film revolves around a woman, 
Marla, who exploits elderly people 
by playing the role of a legal guard-
ian to them. Marla uses many shady 
but loosely legal practices to play her 
games with these elderly people. She 
steals their money, assets and lives. 
Her goal is to become rich by seem-
ingly any unethical way possible. 
After becoming the legal guardian 
to a woman with Russian mafia ties, 
Marla's life becomes endangered. As 
the film goes on, you see a battle of 
two evils with no one to really root 
for or against. 
There are multiple twists in the 
movie and a surprising, bittersweet 
ending filled with what could be con-
sidered justice. 
The film has an underlying mes-
sage that is demonstrated through 
Marla's character. Her character is 
quite complicated. On one hand, you 
might respect Marla in some ways. 
She's a woman in a man's world who 
Gillian Eubanks 
is incredibly independent, fierce and 
determined. That's the only good in 
her though. On the other hand, she 
is greedy and arguably evil. 
Marla's character is the epitome 
of capitalism, especially in America. 
She is completely driven by money 
and material wealth. She lives for the 
American dream. The same dream 
that has been previously pushed on 
society for many decades. Luckily, 
the American dream has been dying 
off within the last couple of decades. 
I say luckily because the Ameri-
can dream is incredibly toxic. The 
idea that money should be your goal 
in life and that it is above everything 
else, is materialistic and only further 
pushes capitalism. It's stepping on the 
little man to have a gross wealth and 
power status while the little man still 
struggles. 
Going back to Marla, she is tak-
ing advantage of the elderly peo-
ple to gain this power and wealth. 
This doesn't seem extremely off from 
the truth. There are so many exam-
ples of people who are vulnerable be-
ing exploited by the wealthy. Think 
about people who have diabetes and 
can't afford to buy insulin because 
these wealthy, powerful pharmaceuti-
cal companies are profiting so much 
from their illness. 
There are so many Americans who 
are struggling with an illness that 
they can't afford to treat because of 
this very reason. I could go on and 
on about more examples of how evil 
capitalism is. 
At the end of the movie, Marla 
asks herself, "Am I a lamb? Or am I 
a lion?" Are you a lamb or are you a 
lion? 
Gillian Eubanks is a junior health 
communication major. She can be 
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Panthers win 65-57, clinch tourney spot 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
With a home win against South-
east Missouri Thursday, the Eastern 
women's basketball team clinched a 
spot in the OVC Tournament for the 
second-straight season. They will be 
the eighth seed this season after fin-
ishing fourth last season. 
The Panthers overcame a slow 
start in the first half to beat the Red-
hawks 65-57, sweeping the season 
series against Southeast Missouri as 
well. Eastern is now 9-10 in confer-
ence play. 
Eastern head coach Matt Bollant, 
in his fourth season as the Panthers' 
head coach, said he was proud to see 
the team in the postseason for the 
second time in as many years. 
"We dug ourselves a hole starting 
1-4 in the conference, and then really 
having our tough schedule down the 
road, so I'm proud of our players," he 
said. "We had to get some tough road 
wins, at SEMO and at Austin Peay 
were big, and just now to be back 
healthy I feel like we're playing better 
and getting everybody back." 
The Panthers also dug themselves a 
bit of a hole to open the game Thurs-
day, falling behind 9-0 to the Red-
hawks in the first three minutes of 
the game despite Southeast Missouri's 
leading scorer, senior guard Tesia 
Thompson, being out for the game. 
Eastern would outscore Southeast 
Missouri 6-2 in the remainder of the 
quarter and were then outscored 14-
13 in the second. 
But afier scoring just 19 first-half 
points, the Panthers exploded in the 
third quarter, outscoring the Red-
hawks 28-12. 
The Panthers shot l l-of-18 from 
the field in the third quarter and 
forced 9 turnovers while only com-
mitting 2 of their own. Eastern scored 
24 points off those turnovers. 
"We kept talking about enthusi-
asm and energy, just do those things 
and don't get caught up in the end re-
ADAM TUM I NO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern guard Karle Pace surveys the Panther offense against Southeast Missouri Feb. 25 in Lantz Arena. Pace scored 9 points and recorded 7 rebounds 
in the game, which the Panthers won 65-57 to clinch a spot in the OVC Tournament. 
suit. And I think at the start of the Leading the way in the third quar-
game, we were worried about the end ter for the Panthers was sophomore 
result," Bollant said. "Give SEMO guard Lariah Washington, who scored 
credit, they kind of threw the first 14 of her game-high 24 points in the 
punch, but I thought for the rest of penultimate quarter. 
the half we fought. We didn't make The only other Eastern player to 
shots, but we fought." score in double figures was junior for-
He said that during halftime, he ward Abby Wahl with IO points. She 
told the team points would come if also tied for the team lead with 7 re-
the team kept competing like they bounds. Washington also had 7 re-
did for much of the first half. bounds in the game. 
"I said 'Just keep fighting like that. Senior guard Karle Pace was the 
The shots will fall and we'll be fine,'" third player to grab 7 rebounds, and 
he said. "And then thankfully in the she also added 9 points. Freshman 
third quarter we scored 28 points and _furward Parker Stafford set a new sea-
started to get the shots to fall." son-high with 8 points. 
Junior guard Kira Arthofer filled 
up the stat sheet for Eastern, record-
ing 6 points and 3 rebounds while 
leading the team with 4 steals and 7 
assists. 
In Thompson's absence, redshirt-
junior guard Terri Smith led the Red-
hawks with a career-high 17 points, 
shooting 5-of-6 from three-point 
range. 
Eastern has one game left in the 
regular season, which will be Saturday 
against OVC-leading Tennessee-Mar-
tin. The Skyhawks are 16-2 in confer-
ence play this season and will also be 
Eastern's opponent in the first round 
of the tournament next week. 
"We talked a little bit ahead of 
time already, what things we want to 
show or do not want to show. We're 
going to start our seniors (Pace, Tay-
lor Steele and Grace McRae) and 
hopefully they'll get us off to great 
start," Bollant said. "Obviously you're 
playing to win the game, but at the 
-same time, you probably want to not 
show everything." 
The game will tip off at 1 p.m. in 
Lantz Arena. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
Men's basketball team_ loses 94.:ss, will miss tournament 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @ad~m_tumino 
The Eastern men's basketball team 
was in control of their own tour-
nament destiny entering the game 
Thursday at home. 
With wins against Southeast 
Missouri Thursday and Tennessee-
Martin Saturday, they would have 
punched their ticket to Evansville 
and the OVC Tournament. 
Instead, the Panthers lost a shoot-
out to the Redhawks Thursday, los-
ing 94-88 and missing the postsea-
son. 
In a season where the Panthers 
dealt with injuries, had multiple 
players miss time due to COVID-19 
protocols and had several games 
where only seven or eight players 
were available, they were in the tour-
nament picture until the final two 
games of the season. 
Eastern head coach Jay Spoon-
hour said he was proud of his team 
for getting that far in such an unusu-
al season. 
"We did a good job to get us to 
this point," he said. "We had put 
ourselves in position where if we 
would've won the remaining two 
games, we would've gotten into the 
tournament, and that would've been 
a heck of an accomplishment." 
Eastern is now 6-13 in conference 
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Eastern forward Jordan Skipper-Brown passes to forward Sammy Friday IV in the second half against Southeast 
Missouri Feb. 25 in Lantz Arena. Skipper-Brown scored 20 points and Friday IV added 15. 
play this season. 
This game was much closer than 
the last time these two teams met 
back on Jan. 30 when the Redhawks 
won 75-44. 
Three of Eastern's top four scor-
ers Thursday were not available in 
that previous matchup, and with this 
added depth, the Panthers were able 
to lead for most of the game. 
After trailing 26- I 9, the Panthers 
used a 17 -6 run to get ahead, leading 
44-39 at the half. 
Their lead hovered around five 
points for much of the second half, 
before Southeast Missouri took a 
71-70 lead with 5 minutes, 28 sec-
onds left in the game, their first since 
leading 30-28. 
The Redhawks converted their late 
free throws to extend their lead to as 
much as 9 points before getting the 
6-point win. 
"They just beat us. They played 
better than we did, so they deserved 
to win," Spoonhour said. "Our guys 
fought, fought hard the whole time, 
we just didn't get enough defensive 
stops." 
Eastern was led offensively Mack 
Smith with 22 points on 5-of-10 
shooting from three-point range. 
Also scoring in double figures 
were Jordan Skipper-Brown with 20 
points, Marvin Johnson with 17 and 
Sammy Friday IV with 15. 
Southeast Missouri's Eric Reed Jr. 
led all players with a season-high 27 
points while shooting 7-of-9 from 
three. 
The Panthers have one game left 
on the schedule at home against Ten-
nessee-Martin Saturday. 
The game is scheduled to tip off 
at4 p.m. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
